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single exception of the argument from design, and
that only retains a provisional value, subject to the
verdict of science on the soundness of Darwin's
evolutionary theory. Supposing the origin of
species by natural selection, or any other natural
law, to be confirmed, theism would be lost. In the
absence of such confirmation, the argument from
design is allowed to possess a certain value, but
only to the extent of creating a presumption that
organised beings are the work of an intelligent
Being whose power is limited by external conditions.
Mill seems to have known very little about the facts
of organic evolution, and to have forgotten Hume's
destructive criticism of teleology as a basis for
theism. A young Darwinian biologist, G. J.
Romanes, who had gone very thoroughly into the
subject before Mill's book appeared, exposed the
fallacy of the great logician in a most convincing
way ; and, although himself reconverted to theism
at a later period, he seems to have derived his faith
from emotional rather than from scientific con-
siderations.

Meanwhile another representative of the new
generation who, had he lived, would probably
have taken the highest place among England's
scientific thinkers, Professor W. K. Clifford,
pointed out, in a celebrated lecture on Body and
Mind (1874), that the intimate connection between
mental function and nervous structure suggests a
necessary dependence of consciousness on certain
material combinations. And a brain of such dimen-
sions as to support the mind of God is not found
to exist. Clifford himself was not a materialist,
but an idealist; that is to say, he looked on